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A guide to HTML

This guide will help you to understand how web pages can be constructed using Hyper Text Mark-up Language, known as HTML. 

Seeing an example of HTML
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HTML: Hypertext Markup Language

Pull down View, then Source, to see the HTML code.
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You can see an example of HTML by pulling down the View menu of a web page and choosing Source. 

HTML appears to be complex, but it has a simple underlying structure. It is an example of what is called a text mark-up language. When you use this language, you must use code to indicate exactly what you want to happen.

[image: image2.png]Basic page
<html>

<body>

Search engines
</body>
</html>
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How to put a simple phrase on a web page

A basic HTML web page is a text file containing special markers. You can use Notepad to construct a text file for a web page.
The special markers are used by the web browser to display the text or pictures on the web page. The markers are called tags. A tag is enclosed by < and >. 
Tags almost always work in pairs. There will be a starting tag <HTML> and a finishing tag </HTML>. In between, the tags <BODY> and </BODY> will indicate where the main part of the text begins and ends.

All pairs of tags always surround the item they describe.

How to create headings

[image: image3.png]Basic page

<html>

<body>

<h1>Search engines</h1>
</body>

</html>

The <h1> tag sets text as a heading in style 1.
Valid tags are <h1>; <h2>; <h3>; <h4>; <h5>; <h6>.
What effect does changing the number have?
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<H1> and </H1> are placed around text to indicate that it is a heading.

The number after H indicates the relative importance of the heading. The tag <H1> is a larger, more important style than <H2>.

Here are some more tags to try.

<B> … </B>

Bold

<I> … </I>

Italic
How to add ordinary text

[image: image4.png]Basic page
<html>
<body>
<h1>Search engines</h1>
Yahoo<br>
Excite<br>
Google<br>
</body>

<br> creates a line break

<p> and </p> can be used to
</html> begin and end a paragraph
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To add ordinary text, type in the required text. If you press the RETURN key, the web browser will ignore it. 
<br>
Creates a break in the line, and is one of the very few tags that is used on its own.
<P> … </P> 
Used to begin and end a paragraph.
How to add hyperlinks

[image: image5.png]Adding hyperlinks

<html>
<body>
<h1>Search engines</h1>

<a href="http://www.yahoo.com">Yahoo</a><br>
<a href="http://www.excite.co.uk">Excite</a><br>
<a href="http://www.google.fr">Google</a><br>
</body>
</html>

The URL of a hyperlink must be
enclosed in quotation marks.
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A hyperlink (a link to another place) can be added with a pair of tags: 
<a href ….> … </a>. The <a> tag includes the text.

The tag <a href …> includes a reference to the required URL. This must be in quotation marks and preceded by an equals sign (=), for example,

<a href="http://www.altavista.com/">Alta Vista</a>

The browser will display the text as a link by underlining the text. The cursor will change to a hand when it is over the reference. Clicking on the link will take the user to the new page.
Headings on web pages are never underlined in case they are mistaken for hyperlinks.
How to add the title for the page

[image: image6.png]Adding the title

<html>
<head>
<title>Information on search engines</title>
</head>

<body>

<h1>Search engines</h1>

<a href="http://www.yahoo.com">Yahoo</a><br>
<a href="http://www.excite.co.uk">Excite</a><br>
<a href="http://www.google.fr">Google</a><br>
</body>

</html>

The title is not the same
as the page heading.
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The <HEAD> … </HEAD> section of the text goes before the <BODY> tag. Anything here is seen by the browser but is not displayed on the web page. It is used to place coding about the style and format of the page.

The title is displayed in the top bar of the web browser to indicate the content. A search engine will look at it to find the content of the page and will use this information to index it.

The title of the web page document is not necessarily the same as the heading on the web page.

Creating and saving your web page

[image: image7.png]Creating the HTML file

B The text file can be created in a
simple text editor such as Notepad.

B The file name must have .htm at the
end to indicate that it is a web page.

B The file contains instructions to the
web browser which describe how the
page should look.




Your text file for a web page must be saved with a file name extension of .htm to indicate that it is a web page. You must not use any spaces in the file name.

Use your browser software to view your page and to check that it is saved correctly.
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