
Data with errors and inconsistencies

	Record
number
	Age in
years
	Hair colour
	Height
in cm

	1
	8
	Blonde
	152

	2
	7
	red
	148

	3
	8
	Blonde
	146

	4
	8
	Blond
	140

	5
	9
	dark
	152

	6
	9
	black
	153

	7
	8
	brown
	165

	8
	8
	brown
	1.55

	9
	8
	black
	134

	10
	7
	blonde
	161

	11
	7
	light brown
	157

	12
	7
	dark
	162

	13
	78
	black
	150

	14
	8
	brown
	133

	15
	9
	brown
	152

	16
	7
	fair
	147

	17
	8
	fair
	165

	18
	8
	fair
	130

	19
	7
	blond
	133

	20
	9
	brown
	141

	21
	
	
	

	22
	8
	light brown
	135

	23
	9
	mixed
	1143

	24
	8
	light brown
	157

	25
	8
	black
	162

	26
	7
	blonde
	150

	27
	7
	brown
	133

	28
	8
	brown
	152

	29
	9
	light brown
	138
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Key points to highlight: Accuracy and consistency of data entry


Record number 21 is blank. This may affect functions such as the calculations of averages or percentages as the number of records may be counted by the software. This record should be deleted.


From the data entered in the field ‘Age’ it appears that the range is from 7 to 9 years. The entry in record 13 is clearly incorrect and is likely to be a typing error.


In the ‘Height’ field there are two likely errors of entry. 


In record 8, the information has probably been entered in metres rather than centimetres. In record 23, the figure ‘1’ may have been typed twice. In both cases the values are considerably outside the range normally expected.


The field ‘Hair colour’ has much potential for inconsistency of data entry. Both the spelling (blond/blonde) and the use of upper/lower case are inconsistent. This will not allow effective analysis of the data as entries such as ‘blond’ and ‘blonde’ will be regarded as different by the software. Another point to consider is in record 23 – what does the term ‘mixed’ mean?














