
Some question types and possible responses

	Question 
	Possible responses 
	Data type

	What is your name? 
	Name 
	Free text
(alphanumeric)

	Are you male or female? 
	Choice of options
e.g. male or female
	Limited text
(alphanumeric)

	How old are you? 
	A range of whole
numbers 
	Free range of numbers
or limited range
(numeric)

	How do you usually
travel to work?
	Free text 
	Free text (alphanumeric)  

	How do you usually
travel to work?
	Choice of options
e.g. car, train, bus, walk
	Limited text
(alphanumeric)

	How do you usually
travel to work?
	Choice of options
e.g. car, train, bus, walk
(tick boxes)
	Limited characters or
numbers,
e.g. a, b, c, d, e
(alphanumeric)  


Notes on data types

· Free text (alphanumeric)

Text may be entered in any combination of words, numbers or letters. This is the hardest type of data to use since every entry may be different. Data handling software will be unable to sort or classify the entries. This form of entry is generally used to allow people to add extra information which they consider useful. Someone will need to read the text and draw conclusions from it.

· Limited text (alphanumeric)

This may also be a mixture of letters and numbers but is limited in some way to allow a choice of options such as male/female.

· Free range of numbers or limited range (numeric)

This data type includes only numbers. These may be integers or include decimal fractions. The important point is that there are no other characters. One common mistake is the inclusion of units (such as cm). This would change the data type into alphanumeric and mean that data handling software could not manipulate the values to calculate, for example, a mean.

· Limited characters or numbers, e.g. a, b, c, d or 1, 2, 3 (alphanumeric)

This is often used to reduce the amount of data to be entered. Using a character to represent a string of text means that the response or value can be entered with just one key stroke rather than a whole word or sentence.




Teacher resource 3
































