The website Sparklebox.co.uk has been blocked entirely on Edunet following information received from the South West Grid for Learning in England.

“For some time Sparklebox.co.uk, a web site offering free learning and materials has been filtered by the South West Grid for Learning Trust over concerns relating to areas within the site linking to social networking and other elements outside of the SWGfL Trust policies on Internet use. 

We understand that the proprietor of the website Sparklebox has been identified by police as Daniel Kinge, a convicted sex offender. He has recently admitted additional offences, the website has been banned by English LEAs and a statement has been released by South West Grid for Learning (below).
There have been other elements relating to Safeguarding which the Trust has been unable to reveal within current disclosure laws in the UK. Police liaison has been at the forefront of this action and advice has been sought throughout. 
Advice has been taken through Michael Longden of Irwin Mitchell solicitors throughout the police investigation and the following advice in the form of a limited disclosure has been agreed today. It is the intention of the Trust to circulate this statement to Trust Management Board members, the DCS in each SWGfL Trust member authority, GOSW and the RBC Directors from each of the other 9 NEN regions” 

Statement: 

“It is understood that a person who is on the record as an owner and director of Sparklebox Teacher Resources Limited (which appears to claim ownership of the SparkleBox web site and childrens’ learning materials) is a registered sex offender who has recently admitted a second offence, is currently on remand in prison and is awaiting sentence in January.
 
The police are to be congratulated on what they have achieved. South West Grid for Learning Trust has been unable to disclose anything about this before now because to do so could have prejudiced police work. 

In the circumstances the Trust will continue to block sparklebox.co.uk unless and until satisfied that suitable safeguarding arrangements have been made.” 
End of statement.

The toolbar has been blocked on Edunet for some time as it is suspected that the toolbar could be used to access information on a computer and also access the internet via your bandwidth e.g. to download porn via your internet connection making it traceable to you.

It is advisable, therefore, that neither pupils nor staff should use this website at home.



