GTCW  NETWORK   THE DIARY OF MRS. M.WATTS
DEVELOPING A WIDER LITERACY

READING THE MOVING IMAGE TO DEVELOP NARRATIVE WRITING.

	   ‘EL CAMINANTE’   Story Shorts.   

    Year 5/6 – Class teacher Mr.Hodder.

Lesson 1.

    All the children enjoyed watching the film and were very enthusiastic.

The children worked in pairs to explore the setting of the film. I used the questions on page20 as a guide.

    Lots of interesting answers were given as to what country the film was set. The answers were quite enlightening – Mexico, France, Italy.

Most children said that the buildings reminded them of that particular country. We discussed places they had been to on holiday and we looked at some buildings in holiday brochures.

    No child mentioned the music until I asked them what instrument was playing throughout the film. They all recognised it as a guitar. One child then suggested that the film could have been set in Spain because it was a Spanish Guitar.
       We explored the setting further through questioning and linked a film setting to settings in stories. Where something takes place.

   I showed the beginning of the film again and working in pairs I asked the children to write a few sentences that might be the start of this story.

These were shared with the class and we discussed ways in which we could improve our openings. As the children were helping each other Mr. Hodder typed up some very good examples of the children’s work onto the interactive whiteboard.

     It was a very enjoyable and productive lesson. Many children wanting to see the film again.

 This lesson was repeated in Y4/5 .  It was a good lesson, however, instead of working in pairs , the children worked in groups. This was less effective than the children working in pairs as some of the children were not so actively involved. There is a need to develop ‘group working strategies with Y4/5.

   The behaviour of the children was excellent . 

	Lesson 2.

     During this lesson I wanted the children to concentrate and focus on El Caminante – the main character. We watched the film again and once again using the questions on page 20 as a guide tried to find out about the character of El Caminante. The children were on task throughout the lesson and came up with excellent ideas. They worked in pairs again and were asked to draw an outline of the character on a large piece of paper and to write words inside to describe what he is like. 

     Hot seating activity- one child became ‘El Caminante’ while the other children  questioned him . This was a very good strategy to use as the plenary.


	Lesson 3.
    Watching the film again I asked the children to look at the camera shots.

We discussed the terms ‘close up,’ long shot,’ medium shot,’ etc. As we watched the film I asked Mr. Hodder to pause the film at certain points and using ‘ fans based on camera shots’ the children were actively involved in discussions as to what impact the camera has on the story.
 Following this we concentrated on the music and explored how the music could create atmosphere and how sounds and images go together to tell a story.

 Once again the children of all abilities were totally involved. This lesson was of great value to enhance the pupils’ speaking and listening skills.



